
NOT OFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
SOUTH BURLINGTON SCHOOL BOARD 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2021 
Executive Session at 6:00 p.m. 
Regular Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

 

PRESENT (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

Bridget Burkhardt, Brian Minier, Alex McHenry, Dr. Travia Childs, Laura Rowntree 

 

ADMINISTRATION/STAFF (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

David Young 

 

GUESTS 

No guests 

 

REGULAR SESSION 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Bridget Burkhardt called for a motion to enter executive session at 6:02 p.m. to discuss labor 
negotiations with administrators, teachers and support staff and added that it would be 
significantly disadvantageous to the district not to do so in executive session. Alex McHenry 
made the motion and Brian Minier seconded, a roll call vote was held and all were in favor. The 
Board requested that David Young attend executive session.  
 

Discussion Regarding Labor Negotiations with Administrators, Teachers, and Support 

Staff 

In: 6:02 p.m. 

Out: 7:00 p.m. 

No Action 
 
The executive session was closed at 7:00 p.m. 
 

PRESENT (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

Bridget Burkhardt, Brian Minier, Alex McHenry, Dr. Travia Childs, Laura Rowntree 

 

ADMINISTRATION/STAFF (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

David Young, Delina Gilroy, Violet Nichols, Gary Marckres 

 

GUESTS (Participating In-person and via Zoom) 

9 guests 
 
Regular Session 
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. 

 

Comments and Questions from the Public 

There were none. 

 

Amendments to the Agenda 

David Young amended the agenda to remove items #7e ARP ESSER Update and #15 board 

training from the meeting agenda. 
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Junior Student Representative/Student Engagement 

Hiba Ali said that she has announced that the position is available and she confirmed that the 

due date for applications is December 8th for those students interested in the junior student 

representative position. Hiba said she spoke with the SJU about attending the meeting this 

evening to discuss the Anti-Slur policy. 

 

Announcements/Student Representative Report 

• The SBHS fall musical “Little House of Horrors” is this weekend.  

• Winter sports registration at FHT Middle School and South Burlington High School is 

open. 

• SBHS honored Veterans Day on November 11 and recognized World Kindness Day on 

November 12. 

• Bridget Burkhardt will not be running for reelection to the school board in March. She 

encouraged those interested in running for the board to reach out to another board 

member. 

• Brian Minier will not be running for reelection to the school board in March. 

 

Student Engagement 

Lindsey Halman and Evelyn Monje gave a presentation on Youth Voice/Student Voice/Student- 

Centered Learning, an in-depth overview of how the board, teachers, and administrators can 

better engage students/youth in school matters. The Board thanked Lindsey and Evelyn for 

attending the meeting. 

 

Superintendent’s Report 

 

Covid-19 Update 

David Young said Vermont still has a significant uptick in Covid-19 cases and school leaders 

are certainly concerned. He said the district has implemented the Test to Stay program. The 

program began on November 10. The district has had several cases at the elementary schools, 

the middle school, and the high school where students have come to test in the morning at 577 

Dorset Street before attending school. David Young thanked all those involved with the Test to 

Stay program for getting it up and running in order to keep children in school. 

 

Vaccine Mandate 

David Young said there have been no updates from Governor Scott or Secretary French on a 

vaccine mandate.  

 

Impact Fee 

David Young said the district is working with Jonathan Slason from RSG. A committee is set 

and the first meeting will happen soon.  

 

Tuttle Middle School Memorial Bench in Honor of Karsten Schlenter 

David Young said the FHT Middle School has asked for permission to fundraise for a bench in 

memory of Karsten Schlenter. 
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Hiring of Executive Director of Equity 

Violet Nichols provided an update on the hiring of an Executive Director of Equity. Board 

members and community members asked several questions. Violet said the district is in the 

process of hiring a facilitator to run the hiring process for the Executive Director of Equity.  

 

ARP ESSER Update 

This item will be discussed at the next meeting. 

 

Anti-Racism Initiatives 

 

Equity Policy 

Bridget Burkhardt asked the Board to prioritize the work under the topic. She would like the 

board to be ready to take action on the Equity Policy at the next meeting with the understanding 

that when the new Executive Director of Equity is hired it will be one of the first policies to be 

reviewed in the full policy review. Board members agreed. 

 

Brian Minier said he would like to put the Equity Policy in place with the understanding that the 

board will receive a monitoring report on the data for this policy within six months. He said he 

would like to get community feedback on the policy. The revised policy will be brought back to 

the December 1 school board meeting for discussion and possible action. 

 

Laura Rowntree agreed that the Equity Policy needs to be put in place soon and the new 

Executive Director of Equity can make necessary refinements to the policy.  

 

Violet Nichols discussed how the administration will show the data to the board about the Equity 

Policy. She discussed the different types of data that will be used including information from the 

Gallop Survey and the Youth Risk Behavior Survey. 

 

Board members suggested several changes to the policy. The policy will be on the December 1 

school board meeting for action. 

 

Next Steps at the Elementary Schools to Deal with Urgent Enrollment Situation 

David Young said he met with the newly formed Enrollment Committee last night. There were 

about eight committee members in attendance. He said the group discussed the increased 

enrollment issues at the elementary schools and the need for the district to take action because 

of overcrowding particularly at Orchard School (441) and Rick Marcotte Central School (415). 

He said the committee reviewed some of the proposed options. They will review the report from 

Dore and Whitter on capacity and facility needs. The next meeting of the group is scheduled for 

November 30. 

 

City/School Update 

David Young said the group has not met since the last board meeting. 

 

Board Letter to Legislators 

Alex McHenry discussed the draft letter he created on behalf of the board. The four main topics 

included, the weighting study; school construction aid; the Yield; and a ban on flavoring added 

to tobacco products.  
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The board discussed items they would like included in the letter to the local legislators and 

representatives. Bridget Burkhardt suggested adding pension discussion to the letter. Board 

members will provide comments on the letter directly to Alex McHenry and he will bring a final 

draft to the next meeting for discussion. 

 

Bridget Burkhardt discussed what took place at the annual VSBA Conference. 

 

Community Engagement 

Recent community engagement activities 

Bridget Burkhardt said she and Brian Minier attended the Enrollment Committee meeting with 

David Young. 

 

Other Paper Articles 

Alex McHenry nominated Brian Minier to write an article about running for the School Board. 

Brian will work with Corey Burdick on the due date of the next article. 

 

Budget Hearing 

David Young shared what the administration has for budget information to date. Gary Marckres 

provided an overview of the factors impacting the FY23 Budget from the budget worksheet. 

David Young reviewed the list of new positions. Some of the desired support positions could be 

funded with ESSER funds. Board members asked questions. 

 

Gary Marckres announced that there is a Community Budget Forum scheduled for Tuesday, 

November 23 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Budget Timeline and Communication Plan 

Bridget Burkhardt discussed the budget timeline and communication plan. The board suggested 

several changes. 

 

Board Training 

This will be discussed at the next meeting. 

 

Executive Limitation Policy 2.8 – Compensation and Benefits 

The board reviewed monitoring report 2.8 – Compensation and Benefits. This report will be 

brought back to the next meeting with suggested changes. 

 

Agenda Planning - Set agenda for December 1, 2021 school board meeting 

The board discussed the agenda for the December 1 meeting.  

 

Future Agenda Items 

The board discussed future agenda items. 

 

Consent Agenda 

Minutes of Meeting of November 3, 2021 

The minutes were approved as presented. 

 



South Burlington School Board Minutes November 17, 2021 Page 5 
 
 
 

Approval of AP Orders #18 and #19 

There were no questions regarding Accounts Payable Orders #18 and #19. The consent 

agenda was approved by consensus. 

 

AP Check to Howard Center 

Alex McHenry made the motion to approve the AP Check to the Howard Center and Brian 

Minier seconded. A roll call vote was held. All were in favor. The motion passed. 

 

Adjournment 

Brian Minier made the motion to adjourn and Dr. Childs seconded the motion. A roll call vote 

was held. All were in favor. The motion passed. The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

_________________________________  _________________________________ 

Bridget Burkhardt, Chair    Brian Minier, Clerk 


